CHAR XXV.

Of the dignity of trade in England, more than in
other countries. That England is the greatest
trading country in the world; that our climate is
the best to live in ; that our men are the stoutest
and best; that the tradesmen in England are not
of the meanest of the people; that the wealth of
the nation lies chiefly among them; that trade is
a continual fund for supplying the decays in the
rank of gentry; that an ordinary trader can
spend more than a gentleman of 5001. a year;
that an estate is a pond, but trade a spring; that
the descendants of tradesmen here, for gallantry
of spirit and greatness of soul, are not inferior to
the descendants of the best families, further hints
to the ladies whose pride will not let them stoop
to marry a tradesman. To trade, and not to
conquest, is owing the present grandeur of the
English nation. How much the landed interest
owes to trade.

THE instances which we have given in the last
chapter, abundantly make for the honour of the
British traders; and we may venture to say, at the
same time, are very far from doing dishonour to the
nobility who have from time to time entered into
alliance with them ; for it is very well known, that
besides the benefit which we reap by being a trading
nation, which is our principal glory, trade is a very
different thing in England than it is in many other
countries, and is carried on by persons who, both in
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